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ABSTRAKT 

According to O. Rank, the myth about the birth of a hero always begins with the description of an extraordinary child, who is in the mother's womb. All the further fate of the hero is a reaction to the trauma of his birth, which is overcome by a number of achievements that have a compensatory nature, among which the first is the re-acquisition of the mother. According to O. Rank, all achievements (heroic exploits) / initiation tests, both in myth and in neurosis, serve to re-acquire the initial situation "in the mother's womb."

Anatoly Kim's novel "Belka" has the same plot scheme, which begins with the words "I am an orphan, my father died during the war in Korea, and my mother died of hunger in the forest ...”. This is the plot of transition and initiation of the main character. The concentration of depressive emotions in this novel is phenomenal, and depression, according to Yu. Kristeva, is a reaction to the lost object of love, primarily to the loss of the mother. 

The early loss of his mother makes the life of the principle character meaningless, leads to suicidal thoughts and a subconscious attempt to find the mother in other female images, primarily in the images of a sweetheart and a wife (in a depressed person, as a rule, the love is re-evaluated as "the reproduction of the primary love for his mother" (B. Rudnev).

Therefore, the reincarnations on which A. Kim's character system is built primarily go back to the three basic characters: the lost mother (transforming into all female characters of the novel), the missing father (transforming into God the Father) and the central character-narrator, split into several subcharacters, according to their psychotype, who gradually overcome the loss.

Key words: A. Kim, depression, initiation, psychoanalytic literary criticism

